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A Case of Huge Retropharyngeal Hematoma

Kwang Hyun Kim, MD., Hong Ryul Jin, MD., Jae Koo Kang, MD.,
Yong Ju Chang, MD.
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, College of Medicine
Seoul National University, Seoul, Korea

Retropharyngeal hematoma is a very rare disease. Its clinical importance lies in its close
proximity to the upper airway. Often emergency measures such as tracheotomy to secure
adequate airway are required prior to the definitive treatment.

In a case reported here, a massive retropharyngeal hemorrhage developed subsequent to
a fall down in a 7l-year-old man. Airway obstruction necessitated a tracheotomy and the

hematoma resolved after 20 days without surgical drainage.
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This patient shows bilateral diffuse
neck swelling and abrasion on right
zygomatic area.
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Fig. 2. Reddish bulging of the posterior
pharyngeal wall can be identified by
direct inspection.

Lateral view of the cervical spine
shows diffuse soft tissue swelling of
the retropharynx(arrows) and ante-
rior displacement of the trachea.

Fig. 3.
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Fig. 4. Plain chest film shows mediastinal
widening(12 hours after symptom
onset).

Fig. 5. The axial CT scan shows a homoge-
nous soft tissue density(arrows) in
retropharyngeal space.
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Fig. 6. Follow up lateral cervical spine

shows nearly normalized soft tissue
density of the retropharynx(arrows).
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