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A Case of Impacted Teeth in Canine Fossa of Maxilla

Hyun Keun Kim, M.D., Seok Min Choi, M.D., Il Kuk Kim, M.D.,,
Choong Hwan Kim, M.D.
Department of Otolaryngology, Asan Wellfare Foundation Haesung Hospital
Ulsan, Korea

Since the first description of the ectopic tooth by Albus in 1754, there have been reported
many cases of either aberrant tooth in the nasal cavity and maxillary sinus.

The authors have recently experienced a case of the impacted teeth in the canine fossa of
maxilla. 15 years-old female patient visited our department because of tender, palpable mass
on the nasolabial area. Radiologic studies showed round well-circumscribed and calcified
radiopaque lesion and then diagnosed impacted canine teeth. Surgical removal was performed
successfully by Caldwell-Luc’s approach.
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Fig. 1. Preoperative panoramic view sho-
wing impacted canine tooth, compare
with opposite site, into the base of

alveolar process.

Fig. 2. Coronal scan of PNS showing 1cm-si-
zed, radio-opacific density surroun-
ded bony capsular structure.

Fig. 3. Postoperative panoramic view sho-
wing emptied radiolucent bony ca-
vity.
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Fig. 4. Showing extracted canine tooth.
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