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A Case of Immunotherapy in Small Cell Type Malignant
Melanoma of Nasal Cavity

Chang Hoi Kim, MD, Jae Hwan Kwon, MD, PhD and Ju Yeon Kim, MD, PhD
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, College of Medicine, Kosin University, Busan, Korea

—ABSTRACT —

There are many treatment options for the malignant melanoma. Wide excisional surgery is one of the most ac-
ceptable treatments for locoregional treatment. Depending on the pathologic classification, however, some other
treatment option can be included such as chemotherapy, radiotherapy and immunotherapy as adjuvant treat-
ment. Small cell type malignant melanoma is a rare variant of malignant melanoma. It is known that melano-
mas manifesting this morphology are invariably in vertical growth phase and have an aggressive course. The
authors encountered small cell type malignant melanoma and would like to share the experience of successful
treatment with surgery plus immunotherapy as one of adjuvant treatment options. (J Clinical Otolaryngol 2018;29:

259-263)
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Fig. 1. Preoprative endoscopic finding. Excisional biopsy
has been already done and referred. Remnant mass is Fig. 2. Preoprerative facial CT. About 2.8 cm mass
seen in left inferior turbinate. proved as malignant melanoma is seen in the left ala.

Fig. 3. Infraoperative finding. Caldwall-Luc approach was done accompanied with endoscopic approach. Tumor
mass was widely removed containing nasal cavity lateral wall and maxillary sinus mass.
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Fig. 4. A : Cells are small with mlnlmol cytoplasm, round hyperchromohc nuclel and promlnenf nucleoll (H&A stain x
400). B : All components (junctional and intradermal) are positive for S100 protein and it corresponds to small cell

type malignant melanoma (S100 stain x 200).

Fig. 5. Postoperative endoscopy. A : POD 7 months. B : POD 9 months. No clue for recurrence of mucosal melanoma

such as pigmentation was found.
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