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A Case of Hypokalemic Periodic Paralysis Accompanied with Graves’ Disease

So Hee Choi, MD, Jong Chul Hong, MD, Kang Dae Lee, MD and Joo Yeon Kim, MD
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, Kosin University College of Medicine, Busan, Korea

—ABSTRACT —

Hypokalemic periodic paralysis accompanied with thyrotoxicosis is characterized by intermittent flaccid paralysis of
skeletal muscle. The paralysis usually involve the skeletal muscle of the limbs, especially lower extremities. The un-
derlying pathophysiology of the syndrome is not yet to be well characterized and remaines controversial. Intrave-
nous administration of potassium chloride resulted in complete regression of the symptoms of muscle weakness and
paralysis. Correction of the thyrotoxic state is the definite treatment. We present a case of a 33-year-old male who
have hypokalemic periodic paralysis accompanied by Graves’ disease. (J Clinical Otolaryngol 2006517:138-140)

KEY WORDS : Graves’ disease - Hypokalemic periodic paralysis.
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