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Acute-Onset Persistent Olfactory Deficit Resulting
from Foreign Bodies in Nasal Cavity

Jae Hoon Lee, MD
Department of Otolaryngology, College of Medicine, Wonkwang University, Iksan, Korea

— ABSTRACT —

Various man-made and naturally occuring chemicals and substances can modify the chemosensory systems of
man. Cement found widely in industry is included in the list of chemicals known to cause olfactory impairment.
Author experienced a case of a 35-year-old man who had olfactory impairment because of cement impaction in
the whole nasal cavity by careless accident. Foreign bodies especially in olfactory fissure and superior meatus
were not easily removed because of narrow visual field, easy bleeding from mucosa and mixed state with
cement powder and pieces. Though several removal procedures under nasal endoscope were done, the foreign
bodies were not totally removed. The patient continued to complain of olfactory disturbance. Therefore, author
reports this case with review of the related literatures. (J Clinical Otolaryngol 2001512:95-98)
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Fig. 1. Coronal and axial CT scans show highly dense
masses in both olfactory clefts and superior meati.
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Fig. 2. A lot of cement pieces removed from olfactory
clefts and superior meati.
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