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A Case of Traumatic CSF Rhinorrhea Associated with Acupuncture

Jeung Min Bahn, MD, Chang Yong Han, MD, Jin Gu Kim, MD and Joong Hwan Cho, MD
Department of Otorhinolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery, Maryknoll General Hospital, Pusan, Korea

— ABSTRACT —

Cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) leakage occurs as a consequence of severe head trauma in which the cranial vault
or base of the skull is fractured. We experienced an interesting case of traumatic CSF rhinorrhea associated
with acupuncture. A 45 year old man suffered from bloody rhinorrhea and headaches after acupuncture was
done illegally for the purpose of cleansing the head. Isovist CT cisternography and MR cisternogram had been
used to localize the site of the leakage and showed the leakage in the sphenoethmoidal angle. The leakage
ceased by conservative management and lumbar CSF drainage without any complications. We discussed
the diagnostic approach of the traumatic CSF rhinorrhea and its management. (J Clinical Otolaryngol

1999510:83-86)
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Fig. 2. Coronal CT scan shows soft tissue density lesion
in both posterior ethmoidal sinuses, and air collection in
left skull base.
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Fig. 3. T2-weighted sagittal and coronal MR cisternogram shows an CSF leakage (arrow) at the sphenoethmoidal angle.
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